Tuesday, October 27, 2020

Christopher P. Guerin, CPA, CLDA

Chief Deputy Assessor

West Baton Rouge Parish Assessor’s Office
Burton Business Center, Room 439
P.O.Box 76

Port Allen, Louisiana 7070767-0076 %@%
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Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics QQ &2
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The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its November 6,@92@%\&% considered your
request for an advisory opinion as to whether the Louisé@? Qo@;%f Governmental Ethics
(“Code”) would prohibit you from providing CPA Serv'\y(g& t&e‘t}l\EﬁSth JDC Public Defender’s
Office and Port City Enterprises, Inc., while you serﬁ@ﬁ&‘ﬁssessor for West Baton Rouge

Parish. P & SO

S
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e@%o@@fo&@he WBRPAO. On January 1, 2021, your term
as the WBRPAO Assessor will . The Assessor is the elected official responsible for
establishing fair and equitable\%ﬁ 1(10@@\ gﬁroperty (real and personal) for ad valorem tax
purposes. The “ad valorem” %a%ig@f“t%)@tion means all property is to be taxed solely according
to its value. You are a cergﬁeggp@fibc accountant (“CPA”), who has provided CPA services to

You are currently the Chief Deput)é,

the 18th JDC Public De(éﬁ(igé@_ sé@‘ffice and Port City Enterprises, Inc. while you served as Chief
Deputy Assessor. ¢ © &
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La. R.S. 4&ﬁ1&ﬁk€ﬂ1)(a) prohibits a public servant from receiving any thing of economic
value for@%@%rvice, the subject matter of which is devoted substantially to the
responsi 1%‘(-1%5, programs, or operations of the agency of the public servant and in which the
e i
publi®’servant has participated.
(é PN
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Ia. @9 42:1111(C)(2)(d) provides that no public servant and no legal entity in which the
pu%lic servant exercises control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, shall
receive any thing of economic value for or in consideration of services rendered, or to be
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rendered, to or for any person during his public service unless such services are: (d) Neither
performed for nor compensated by any person or from any officer, director, agent, or
employee of such person, if such public servant knows or reasonably should know that such
person has or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships with
the public servant's agency; conducts operations or activities which are regulated by the
public employee’s agency; or has substantial economic interests which may be substantially
affected by the performance or nonperformance of the public employee’s official duty.

>
La. R.S. 42:1111(E)(1) provides that no public servant, and no legal entity of whi_gfp%esuch
public servant is an officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee, or in which %@k@blic
servant has a substantial economic interest, shall receive or agree to receive:éjﬁq{@%hing of
economic value for assisting a person in a transaction, or in an appeara_n&(ge ig@g_rgf&tion with

a transaction, with the agency of such public servant. gg)@ & o2
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The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, th%tgﬁa%éﬂ gu\cfhe facts presented, the

Code would not prohibit you from providing CPA servi@é’g @&hé‘l&h JDC Public Defender’s
Office and Port City Enterprises, Inc., while you servé\gsﬁ \A%’zessor for West Baton Rouge
Parish. As long as the CPA services that yo xéﬁ'e&@?tl@ 8th JDC Public Defender’s Office
and Port City Enterprises, Inc. are not of %' / gb?eo tter of which is devoted substantially
to the responsibilities, programs, or aﬂ\ogsc’gé@%ﬁe WBRPAOQ, La. R.S. 42:1111(C)(1)(a)
@%g@i%eé&y\ However, you would be prohibited from
providing CPA services to Port City@te&@“ﬂ'@?ﬁ Inc. should this entity enter into or seek to
enter into a contractual, busing? @)? @ﬁ)ler financial relationship with the WBRPAO.
Additionally, you would be pr ite @B@m representing the 18th JDC Public Defender’s Office

. . S i
and Port City Enterprlses,@%@@\s@the WBRPAO.

does not prohibit the provision o

Q Or ¥
This advisory opinior{& E@%Q@olely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may I‘QS%U& igeﬁ dd'oiperent application of the provisions of the Code of Governmental
Ethics. The qufﬁ é}sﬁ@ﬁe&)&%o opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other than the Code of
Governmenta(lgE@H\bc&Kﬂle Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist Disclosure Act, and
conflict of ir{ge‘goesg\%)rovisions in the gaming laws. If you have any questions, please contact
me at (8%%\8(;@&:‘6630 or (225) 219-5600.
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Sincerely,
LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

LaToya D. Jordan
For the Board
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